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Statement of Purpose
[bookmark: _GoBack]The young brain can regenerate: this is common knowledgewe all know that. But what about the oldmature brain? For the elderly, for victims of neurological trauma, for addicts –: for all of them, how to rewire the brain is an important issue. I want to study this issue in Stanford University’s Neurosciences PhD Program.

Currently I am finishing working on my Master’s tThesis about plasticity of the nucleus accumbens and generalizability acros drug compounds at the Graduate School of Medicine, Tokyo University. I am researching the plasticity of the nucleus accumbens and generalizability across drug compounds. Since I’ve beenI am interested in particular the plasticity after concussions in particular, I have participated in as many research projects about concussions as possible to dateafter graduated. I’ve accumulated many cross-domain research experiences in cross domain, such as medicalmedicine, cellular biology, public health, and cognitive psychology, as can be seen in my curriculum vitae.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK: Readers will assume you mean “after I graduate from graduate school”, which the previous sentence says you haven’t finished yet. The edited text means “after I graduated from [undergraduate] university”: please check that it retains your intended meaning.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK: This information is not necessary for the Statement of Purpose—the reader will be sure to look at your CV after reading this sentence.

Back toIn 2004, when I was an undergraduate at Kyoto University, I found out that the plasticity of the brain is a fascinating issue, and worth to dig oninvestigating deeply. Therefore, I tried to do some pilot studies in mice, thanks towith the help of my advisor, Dr. Kanagawa. Starting from aDuring my fresh start as a researcher, I ’ve learnt learned how to design an experiment, and how to use recording equipment techniques like patch clamp and electrophysiological recording, and software such as MATLAB. Most importantly, I ’ve learnt learned how to fixed fix my experiments when data showed unexpected results. Finally, at the moment that the result showedwhen I confirmed substance generalization in even adult mice, I found all the efforts were worth it, : and this stimulus is what encouraged me to move on in this research domain.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK: Consider that “fix my experiments" paired with "unexpected results" may suggest you altered your experiments to get the results you wanted, which might have scientific ethical problems. Did you mean "I learned how to analyze unexpected results to see how experimental protocols may have been responsible". Please clarify.

After graduating from school, I got started working as a research assistant. I Although I wasn’t was not used to patient interactions, but I had to learn a lot quickly! I conducted interviews and monitored cognitive functions by a serious series of neuropsychological assessments, in addition toas well as medication adherence behavior. For me, it isI am always glad to know what I have done is beneficial for real people, especially for those who have depression or life problems. However, the onesad thing is we saw a very  trend we observed concerned us greatly: comorbidity of concussions with drug abuse. This phoneomen phenomenon made me question the importance of both chemistry or evenand behavior in such individualsaddition, and to look at brain damage through a wider lens of environment and trauma, and. In addition, I wondered: is it brain damage reversible.?	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK: This text is a little confusing: are you newly questioning the importance of chemistry, behavior, or both? The edit presumes you questioned both: please check that the edit has retained your intended meaning.




Standard Service
Statement of Purpose
The young brain can regenerate: this is common knowledge of neuroscientistswe all know that. But what about the oldmature brain? For the elderly, for victims of neurological trauma, for addicts –: for all of them, how to rewire the brain is an important issue. I want to study this issue in Stanford University’s Neurosciences PhD Program.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: You may feel this is common knowledge among neuroscience, but “we all” would include non-specialists. Consider specifying who knows this fact.	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: I mean of neuroscientists.	Comment by 1st Editor Round 2: Editor CHECK Round 2: I understand – I have edited this text a little more.

Currently I am finishing working on my Master’s Tthesis about plasticity of the nucleus accumbens and generalizability acros drug compounds at the Graduate School of Medicine, Tokyo University. I am researching the plasticity of the nucleus accumbens and generalizability across drug compounds. Since I’ve beenI am interested in particular the plasticity after concussions in particular, I have participated in as many research projects about concussions as possible to dateafter graduated. I’ve accumulated many cross-domain research experiences in cross domain, such as medicalmedicine, cellular biology, public health, and cognitive psychology, as can be seen in my curriculum vitae.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: Readers will assume you mean “after I graduate from graduate school”, which the previous sentence says you haven’t finished yet. The edited text means “after I graduated from [undergraduate] university”: please check that it retains your intended meaning.	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: Yes, that is my meaning.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: This information is not necessary for the Statement of Purpose—the reader will be sure to look at your CV after reading this sentence.

Back toIn 2004, when I was an undergraduate at Kyoto University, I found out that the plasticity of the brain is a fascinating issue, and worth to dig oninvestigating deeply. Therefore, I tried to do some pilot studies in mice, thanks towith the help of my advisor, Dr. Kanagawa. Starting from aDuring my fresh start as a researcher, I ’ve learnt learned how to design an experiment, and how to use recording equipment techniques like patch clamp and electrophysiological recording, and software such as MATLAB. Most importantly, I ’ve learnt learned how to fixed analyzemy experiment when data showed unexpected results to see how experimental protocols may be responsible. Finally, at the moment that the result showedwhen I confirmed substance generalization in even adult mice, I found all the efforts were worth it, : and this stimulus is what encouraged me to move on in this researchthe neuroscience domain.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: Consider that “fix my experiments" paired with "unexpected results" may suggest you altered your experiments to get the results you wanted, which might have scientific ethical problems. Did you mean "I learned how to analyze unexpected results to see how experimental protocols may have been responsible". Please clarify.	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: Yes, that's my meaning. Is this sentence okay now?	Comment by 1st Editor Round 2: Editor CHECK Round 2: Yes – the text is fine now.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: Which research domain do you mean? Electrophysiology? Consider clarifying.

After graduating from school, I got started working as a research assistant. I Although I wasn’t was not used to patient interactions, but I had to learn a lot quickly! I conducted interviews and monitored cognitive functions by a serious series of neuropsychological assessments, in addition toas well as medication adherence behavior. For me, it isI am always glad to know what I have done is beneficial for real people, especially for those who have depression or life problems. However, the onesad thing is we saw a very trend we observed concerned us greatly: comorbidity of concussions with drug abuse. This phoneomen phenomenon made me question the importance of not only chemistry or evenbut also behavior in such individualsaddition, and to look at brain damage through a wider lens of environment and trauma, and. In addition, I started to wonder: is it brain damage reversible.?	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: This text is a little confusing: are you newly questioning the importance of chemistry, behavior, or both? The edit presumes you questioned both: please check that the edit has retained your intended meaning.	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: No, I mean behavior was newly important to me - I always thought chemistry was. Is my new text okay?	Comment by 1st Editor Round 2: Editor CHECK Round 2: Thanks for explaining – I feel the text is naturally written and understandable now.





Premium Service
Statement of Purpose
The young brain can regenerate: this is common knowledge among neuroscientistswe all know that. But what about the old mature brain? How to rewire the brain is an important issue with implications For for treating the elderly, for victims of neurological trauma, for addictsand sufferers of addiction – how to rewire the brain is an important issue. I want to study this issueplasticity of the mature brain in Stanford University’s Neurosciences PhD Program to help answer this critical question. From studying drug-induced changes in mice brains, to helping patients recover from drug addiction, to uncovering the neurological nexus of motivation and behavior, my diverse research experiences have all guided me in this direction.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: You may feel this is common knowledge among neuroscience, but “we all” would include non-specialists. Consider specifying who knows this fact.	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: I mean of neuroscientists.	Comment by 1st Editor Round 2: Editor CHECK Round 2: I understand – I have edited this text a little more.

Currently I am finishing working on my Master’s Thesis about plasticity of the nucleus accumbens and generalizability acros drug compounds at the Graduate School of Medicine, Tokyo University. Since I’ve been interested in particular the plasticity after concussion, I participated in as many research projects about concussions as possible after graduated. I’ve accumulated many research experiences in cross domain, such as medical, cellular, public health, and cognitive psychology, as can be seen in my curriculum vitae.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor IDEA Round 1: Perhaps this information would go better in the second half of your essay – you spend a lot of time talking about your Master’s Thesis and concussion research there. In fact, this whole second paragraph could be moved and integrated – please see my IDEA comments there for suggestions.	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: I think your suggestion makes sense; I moved the sentences accordingly. Could you check at the first paragraph and on the third page?	Comment by 1st Editor Round 2: Editor IDEA Round 2: Sure – I have reviewed and edited those sections.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor IDEA Round 1: The breadth of your research experience is obvious as one reads through your essay: you could delete this sentence safely.
Instead, why not try a one-sentence narrative (i.e., chronological) overview of your experiences, at the end of the first paragraph? It will set up your readers for the text to come. A “From X, to Y, to Z” structure might work best.

Back toDuring my 2004, when I was an undergraduate years at Kyoto University, I was fascinated by found out that the plasticity of the brain is a fascinating issue, and convinced the topic was worth to dig oninvestigating deeply. Therefore, I tried to doMy first foray into the field was some pilot studies in mice, thanks towith the help of my advisor, Dr. Kanagawa. Starting from aDuring my fresh start as a researcher, I ’ve learnt learned how to design an experiment, and how to use recording equipment techniques like patch clamp and electrophysiological recording, and software such as MATLAB. Most importantly, I ’ve learnt learned how to fixed analyzemy experiment when data showed unexpected results to see how experimental protocols may be responsible. Finally, at the moment When my efforts crystallized that the result showedin the confirmation of substance generalization across nicotinic agonists in the hippocampus of even adult mice, I found all the efforts were worth it, and thisthe thrill acted as a stimulus is whatto encouraged me to move on in this researchthe neuroscience domain.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: Consider that “fix my experiments" paired with "unexpected results" may suggest you altered your experiments to get the results you wanted, which might have scientific ethical problems. Did you mean "I learned how to analyze unexpected results to see how experimental protocols may have been responsible". Please clarify.	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: Yes, that's my meaning. Is this sentence okay now?	Comment by 1st Editor Round 2: Editor CHECK Round 2: Yes – the text is fine now.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor IDEA Round 1: Here is an area you might give more detail—it’s your big project! Which substance? Do you mean generalization of behavior to various substances, generalization of neurotransmitter release or brain activity, or something else?	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: Which research domain do you mean? Electrophysiology? Consider clarifying.








After graduating from school, I got started working as a research assistant at the National Center of Neurology and Psychiatry in Tokyo soon thereafter. I Although I wasn’t was not used to patient interactions, but I had to learn a lot quickly! I conducted interviews and monitored cognitive functions by a serious series of neuropsychological assessments, in addition toas well as medication adherence behavior. For mePersonally, it isI am always glad to know what I have done iswhen my efforts are beneficial for real people, especially for those who have endure depression or life problems. One patient—a war veteran with a history of concussions who was trying to overcome alcohol abuse after years of struggling—stood out as an individual, and because he was part of However, the a sad thing is we saw a very trend we observed that concerned us greatly: comorbidity of concussions with drug abuse. This phoneomen phenomenon made me question the importance of not only chemistry or evenbut also behavior in such individualsaddition, and to look at brain damage through a wider lens of environment and trauma, and. In addition, I began to wonder: is it brain damage reversible.?	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor IDEA Round 1: Consider mentioning your place of work as a research assistant.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor IDEA Round 1: Nice sentence - the human side of medical science is important to pay respect to. Is there a particular patient who stands out in your mind? Consider a sentence-long anecdote to further humanize this time in your life. 	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: Thank you for your kind words. Maybe this person, because he used to be concussed and I’m interested in that kind of patient.	Comment by 1st Editor Round 2: Editor IDEA Round 2: That’s a great example—I’ve edited it a little more so that it leads smoothly into the next sentence.	Comment by 1st Editor: Editor CHECK Round 1: This text is a little confusing: are you newly questioning the importance of chemistry, behavior, or both? The edit presumes you questioned both: please check that the edit has retained your intended meaning.	Comment by 筆者: Author Reply: No, I mean behavior was newly important to me - I always thought chemistry was. Is my new text okay?	Comment by 1st Editor Round 2: Editor CHECK Round 2: Thanks for explaining – I feel the text is naturally written and understandable now.
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